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Preface 
 

 

This book is a fictions book which is written from complete 
imagination of the writer. It will be interesting one for readers of all 
age groups. This will be a fight for survival in the landscape of 
Alaska for all the readers and probably be interesting one. Hope 
you will enjoy this book. 
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     John meeting Angelina 
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John has newly joined in the company A O Smith as a 
marketing executive for the company. He is originally from Canon 
Beach a coastal city in USA. His complete life has been spent there 
before coming to New York for job. He lives there with his father, 
mother and a brother who is younger than him. His father is working 
in a telephone company in Canon Beach. His mother works in his 
household activities. His brother is studying in a college. 

 

Few days before coming to New York John was standing at a 
beach in night in Canon Beach city which is closer to his house. He 
saw a girl sitting in this beach alone staring at the sea. It makes him 
think why is she here alone in this night. He approached the girl to 
ask him. He gone beside her and had a sit beside her. She asked to 
John that what happened, why are you here. John said that he is 
John but asked who are you to the girl. She said I am Angelina but 
why are you asking. John asked why is you all alone in this night 
here. Angelina had a worried face. She said that she has left her 
home and now has nowhere to go in this time. John asked the 
reason. Angelina replied with a smile she is fade up with the 
quarrels in their house and she has no more interest to stay there. 
Her father who comes up every day drunked and causes 
annoyances in their house with her mother and her. And today it is 
too much to bear. She added that her father is in fact a bit frustrated 
with his work life that causes him to do such a behaviour. John 
asked him what she will do now?. Angelina said she has no idea 
about it. John tried to convince him that if such is the reason then 
she should get back home because after all she should understand 
the situation and handle it as it should be. Angelina agreed but she 
also said that she cannot bear this nuisance any more. So John 
asked her to talk to his father about stopping his drinking habits 
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which he thinks is the cause of this nuisance. Angelina replied she 
will give it a last try. 

 
This way they met first time by sitting some time in the coasts 

of Canon Beach and having this little conversation. After some time 
John asked Angelina to leave for home and John too came back to 
his own home. John took up her contact number before leaving. 

 

John entered home at midnight. Mrs White his mother who 
was still awake opened the door as John entered the house and 
gone to his room. Mr White and his younger son were sleeping. Mrs 
White asked him where John was. John said I was in the beach. 
After that John too had gone to sleep. The next day was a day as a 
random day is. Mr White has got ready and been taking his 
breakfast before leaving for office. John’s younger brother Edward 
was getting ready for his college. And Mrs White was in kitchen. 
Then the bell rang. John opened the door. It’s the postmaster. He 
gave a courier to John. John opened it after leaving of the 
postmaster. And he was more than surprised to see his appointment 
letter from A O Smith for which he had gone to give interview in New 
York a week back. All of them were very happy watching this as was 
John. Mr White asked John about the joining date and John replied 
that it is after two weeks. So John has to leave for New York. 

 

In the night John has again gone to the beach. This time he 
was smoking a cigarette. He saw Angelina too again. He had gone 
to Angelina and said Hi how are you here today ? Angelina replied 
that she loves the waves in the sea that’s why she comes here 
often. And also she added that she wants to meet him that’s why. 
John said that why she didn’t make a call. Angelina replied she 
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doesn’t feel like it. After that both started gazing at the waves of the 
sea for some time. After that Angelina added that she will be going 
to New York next week. She has got a job there. John was very 
happy hearing that because he too had his job there. He replied 
about his job to Angelina. He added it will be great if I have 
someone who I know there. So Angelina replied that she too feel 
like it. After that sometime they sat before they left for their homes. 

 

After few days Angelina called John over the phone. This time 
she wanted to meet her in a coffee shop. John asked her to come 
down to a nearby Cafe Coffee Day. They had gone there where 
they had a great taste of coffee. They discussed their plans over 
going to New York. At last Angelina said she will leave the day after 
tomorrow for New York. So John said he will contact her when he 
too comes down to New York. After this they left from there. 
Angelina left for New York after two days. 

 

John will have to wait for a week before he will be going for 
New York. In between this he met his friends over a lawn tennis 
court on Sunday for a tennis match. He is a good tennis player. He 
played a match against his friend Jay and won it by a set. He said 
his friends about his job offer to them. They asked him for the party. 
The party was arranged after two days in a restaurant where they 
have the dinner party. The rest few days he stayed at home with his 
family. 
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After that one day in night he has gone to the beach with his 
brother. A star was falling down over the night sky. John’s brother 
watched it and showed it to John and said that if he has to wish 
something in front of this falling star he would wish that they all 
(John’s family) should stay together all his life. John said that if that 
is possible then that will be great for all of them and he too has such 
a wish. After that they have a soft drinks watching the sea waves 
before they left for home. In home Mrs White was waiting for dinner 
and Mr White was reading the newspaper. When John and his 
brother reached to home Mrs White served the dinner and they eat 
their food having some gossips. They were very happy about John’s 
job. Mr John said that today he is very happy and his time for 
retirement is coming soon as John will take up the responsibility of 
the house. John agreed. They have some fun on funny topics. 
That’s how their day ended. 

 

After few days the time for John’s departure came. His family 
was happy for his job but also upset due to the reason that John has 
to leave them. Mr White said he will come down to New York once 
John settles down there. John said that it will surely happen. Then 
after all of it John left from home for his flight for New York which will 
take him three hours from Canon Beach. 
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John reached New York in midnight. It’s chilling weather in 
USA so is in New York. One apartment is given to John for staying 
from his office. He showed the address to a cab driver and asked 
him to go to the address. John was wearing a jacket but still it’s too 
cold to bear. Anyway the cab driver reached to the address. John 
has couple of bags. Among which one is having his laptop and 
official materials. He got to the apartment and got the key from his 
colleague who is staying in the next apartment to his. He entered 
the apartment. He checked for some water at first. He got a packet 
of juice in the freezer. He drunk it and then some water followed by 
going to bed. The next day he has to go for office. Another thing in 
his mind he has is to call Angelina as he said to her. 

 

His colleague who is staying to next apartment is having a car. 
His name is Sam. John wake up on morning and after having 
breakfast, he asked Sam for going to office. Sam replied that he has 
a car and they can go together to office with that. John agreed. The 
office was half an hour from their apartment. They started for office 
with some conversation about John’s background. After that John 
said that he will be meeting Mr Joe his manager. Sam was in 
advertising field. But still he knows about Joe. He said John that 
where can he meet Joe. They reached office. John reported to Mr 
Joe. Mr Joe is a gentleman. He asked John that is there any 
concerns he is having about this job. John was not talking much at 
first but then he replied that he is having not much concerns. Joe 
asked John about his background, family and all following which he 
said that he will be working under him and he will train him for the 
marketing post. It’s much of a brand endorsement job which he finds 
interesting due to the competitive market. 
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John had his lunch in office. After a hectic day in office 
constituting some training and sitting alone in office he returned to 
home. After reaching home the first thing he remembered is to call 
Angelina. After taking a bottle of water in his hand and before 
drinking a drop out of it he called her. The phone rang and it was 
received on the other side. She said hello from the other side. She 
had a very sweet voice and it becomes sweeter over the phone. 
And after hearing it John got felt with too much happiness. With a 
gentle voice John replied hi, How are you? I am here now and have 
joined my job. Angelina replied that she is doing good too with her 
job and its nice to hear you are here now. After that and a couple of 
more minutes of conversation Angelina asked John that can they 
meet tomorrow? John was waiting for that to be asked. John replied 
surely, after office, at a restaurant near Times Square we will. 
Angelina said it’s done. After that they kept the phone after saying 
bye to each other. On a happy node John has taken his dinner and 
gone for sleep. 

 

Next day as the routine was fixed John left for office with Sam 
in the morning. Sam drives the car generally. John was sitting 
beside. In the way he saw a flower seller a Indian small girl. He at 
once on watching her had asked her for a bouquet of flowers and 
kept it for Angelina to give her when he will meet her. Then after it 
they continued for office. In the office it was a usual day as the last 
day was but Joe started getting a bit more familiar with John. Both 
started to develop a good relationship between them. John was 
learning quick and is good at his job. So Joe has officially too having 
no concerns with John. John looked comfortable talking with Joe. 
Joe had taken John for lunch as well in the office cafeteria. It 
seemed that John’s life has started to get filled with all sorts of 
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happiness. After all that the office timings ended. John asked Sam 
to get back as he will not be going with him today. So Sam left. 

 
John took a cab for Times Square. He reached there within a 

hours time. On the way he was thinking only about her. He reached 
there. He saw Angelina was waiting standing in front of the Times 
Square. She was wearing a jeans with a jacket and a woollen cap. 
It’s indeed quite cold out this time in New York. John was in suit and 
a coat. He get out and greeted Angelina and asked her to step on 
the way to the restaurant walking over the streets of New York. He 
said she is looking beautiful. Angelina had a sweet smile on her face 
hearing that. He added in this chilling weather it’s really difficult to 
stay in New York without good protection. And as he was unaware 
about the weather here how he got frozen the day he reached here. 
It was raining snow in New York this time. Then they reached the 
restaurant. They ordered two burgers one for each with a hot coffee. 
They carried some other conversation. After some time Angelina 
said to John that one of her office colleague is planning for a tour to 
Alaska. She added how adventurous place Alaska is and she is also 
interested if she can ever get a chance to go there. John said I have 
heard about the place. He added as much as I know it’s a heaven 
on earth. He asked to Angelina that why don’t you go their with your 
colleague. But Angelina said that her colleague is going with her 
husband and she would love to go there. But she insisted she will 
go only if John too plans to go out with her. She added to John 
please John, It will be fun. John was happy but couldn’t confirm as 
he had joined his office recently. He said he will definitely go if he 
get a leave from office and he will talk with Joe about it. Angelina 
said that if he gets the leave then Alaska will be a sure trip for them 
and also that the trip is planned after one month so until then John 
can manage it. After that both of them took their coffees and left for 
home. It was almost ten o’clock then. 
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John reached back home. Next day he reached office at 
around eleven in the morning. Sam left early with his car so it made 
John more late than it would have been. The trip to Alaska was in 
his mind. So on reaching office and meeting Joe John asked Joe 
about his leave. Joe at first was not convinced. But on insisting for 
some time by John he got agreed as the trip is planned after one 
month. So Joe said to John that he can go if there was not much of 
work at that time. John asked to Joe that is he too is interested for 
the trip. On listening it Joe had a laugh on his face. He replied that 
what will he do in Alaska at this age, but he will ask his family if his 
family agrees then they may too make a plan out for Alaska. John 
agreed. 

 

After that they got engaged in their work. Joe said John that 
they have to go in a party in evening for a business meeting with 
one of their clients. In the evening John left with Joe for the meeting. 
In the party John was offered with one glass of whisky. Though 
John doesn’t drink but he can’t refuse to his client. So he took it. 
Their client Mr Wood who is a Englishman said to John that in this 
cold weather we require to take drinks often else it’s much tough. 
John listened to it with a smile but ignored it in his mind. Then after 
some business talk about advertising Mr Wood’s brand they left for 
home. Joe left John at his home.  

 

Few days passed and Friday night came. Weekends are off 
days in John’s company. So on Friday night John called Angelina 
and asked her to meet at Grand Central Terminal on next day. It is 
very hectic for both of them to meet on weekdays after office so they 
couldn’t. Angelina replied that she will. After calling Angelina John 
called to his family. John’s father picked up the phone. He was very 
happy with John’s job and blessed him and said they will be coming 
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soon to meet him in New York. John’s mother and brother all of 
them were happy and asked John about how he is doing and how 
he is liking the city of New York. John said that he is doing good 
there. Then after a hour of conversation John kept the phone down 
before going to sleep. 

 

Next day John met Angelina at Grand Central Terminal a 
place in New York of archaeological importance and a tourist place. 
There they enjoyed the attractions there after which they decided to 
go to Brooklyn Bridge. As John was newer to New York Angelina 
was his guide. They took a cab to Brooklyn Bridge. In Brooklyn 
Bridge they decided to have a walk beside the railings of the bridge. 
So while walking they talk about some of their good memories, 
things they like and don’t and all other things. Angelina said that 
once she visited to India with his family when she was pretty young 
and was in school. She travelled to places like Mumbai, Varanasi, 
Agra, Kolkata and few other places there. The best thing she loved 
about India is the peoples love and faith in god. Whether the 
situation is of happiness or of sorrow the people in India never gets 
declined from devotion of god. In places like Varanasi many people 
devotes their whole life to god. The devotion of people there is just 
awesome. She added that from there she too had a started to have 
a inclination towards having faith on god. And it really gives lots of 
happiness to mind if it still does nothing else. John said that he too 
heard about and he will love to go over there once. He too has 
much faith in god and his powers. After that they carried with some 
more conversations before reaching the end of the bridge. From 
there they took a cab for their homes. It was ten o’clock then. So 
they left for their homes. 
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The next day was Sunday which was spent by having rest and 
watching TV at Sam’s house mostly. Then on Monday John got 
ready in the morning and left for office with Sam. He said to Sam 
that he have a plan for Alaska and kiddingly ask him that shall he 
too will join him. Sam replied that if he can he will definitely. They 
reached office. On reaching office and meeting Joe, Joe said to 
John that his plan for Alaska is confirmed as his family has agreed 
for it. So it means John’s issues for leave for Alaska is also solved. 
John got too much happy and immediately called Angelina for telling 
her that he will be going to Alaska with her. Later in the day Sam too 
confirmed his involvement in the trip. 

 

In the evening John and Sam reached home. There few of 
Sam’s friends came to meet Sam. They spent the evening by 
playing cards and drinking except John who hadn’t took the drinks 
as he do not drink. After that in night Angelina called John that they 
will meet in the weekend to discuss the tour plan for Alaska. John 
said its ok. 

 

In this weekend John met Angelina at Statue Of Liberty this 
time as it was proposed by Angelina. Angelina is making John to 
visit all the places in New York within a short period of time. So they 
met there for the planning. Angelina said that they will be going with 
a group because of a packaged tour which will comprise almost all 
the places in Alaska and is included with a expedition in the snowy 
mountains of Alaska. She added that they will reach Alaska by flight 
from where the tour operators will take care of rest of the tour. John 
listened with a smile in his face. John said that Joe with his family 
and Sam will also join them in the expedition. And Angelina added 
that her colleague with her family will be too with them. She added 
that her colleague Mrs Hanna had explained this program to her and 
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she will be arranging all the requisites. John said that to ask to Mrs 
Hanna about adding him, her and his colleagues for the tour. 
Angelina replied that she will. She was taking a coffee in a coffee 
mug in her hand. The tour will start on third of next month is what 
Angelina added. John said I will convey it to my colleagues. And 
after that they left. 

 

Angelina called Mrs Hanna in the night and confirmed their 
inclusion in the tour. As did John conveyed the message to Sam 
and Joe about the tour. After that Mrs Hanna contacted the tour 
operators online for the complete tour package and booked their 
slots for the tour. Angelina, John and co paid her the amount that 
was required for booking the tour. Thus the tour was booked and all 
of them were very eager to go for the tour to have their first 
experience of Alaska where no one of them had been ever before. 

 

The next week flew and the next weekend came by. This 
Sunday evening the spot was Museum Of Modern Art where 
Angelina took John and they spent a nice evening. After that they 
returned to home. John called back his family and said about their 
plan to Alaska. Mrs White was very happy but asked John to stay 
safe there. She added that on John’s return they will come down to 
New York. After that they talked for few more minutes talking about 
John and his father’s health before keeping the phone down. After 
that John had gone to sleep. 

 

In his own house Joe was watching the news channel. There 
some weather forecast was been showing up. It’s about Alaska. The 
chances of a tornado was specified in the areas of Alaska. Joe 
watched that. The time was said to be within two weeks. Their plan 
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for Alaska was of next Saturday morning. Next day Joe met with 
John and Sam in the office and discussed about the chances of the 
storm. John and Sam had not shown much care about the storm 
and said that it will pass by and not harm much to anything. Joe was 
also not that much afraid that to cancel the trip. So the plan for the 
trip was not cancelled. The week passed by with work, meetings 
and all. And the Saturday morning came, the day to start the trip. 

 

John came with Sam at the airport by taking a cab. Angelina 
came after them too with a cab and after which John introduced her 
to Sam. It’s still quite cold there so everyone was wearing a jacket. 
After them it’s time for Joe and his family. John introduced Angelina 
with them too. Then come Mrs Hanna and her family. She has two 
kids. Angelina introduced them to the rest. John said hi to her kids 
who were very cute and had a nice smile on that. After that all of 
them entered the New York airport for their flight to Alaska. They 
checked in and reached to the flight. The flight took off after some 
time at around eleven and a half on the clock. So they took off for 
Alaska. 
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They reached Alaska. Their destination was Anchorage a city 
in south western part of Alaska. They reached there in the afternoon 
at around four o’clock. Their plan was to go to St Elias National Park 
and Reserve, Wrangell first followed by the other places. They will 
be staying in a hotel from where they will be picked the next day 
evening by a bus to Wrangell. By this time everyone who are part of 
this tour will reach and accommodate in the same hotel. This is how 
the tour is packaged. They took the hotel bus to travel to the hotel. 
In between in the bus some Ed Sheeran music was played. It took 
twenty minutes for them in the bus to reach to the hotel. All of them 
are so tired that almost remained silent throughout their bus journey. 
They reached hotel took keys of their rooms and opted for some 
rest. Almost all of them took a shower before rest. They planned to 
have a look at the nearby places in the city in the night around eight. 

 

Anchorage is one of the beach cities of Alaska. The hotel was 
also beside the beach of Anchorage. In the night John, Sam and 
Angelina decided to go out for their dinners in a nearby restaurant 
not far away from the hotel. They have a walk over the streets 
parallel of the beach to the restaurant. John was walking with 
Angelina telling her some of his childhood stories like of playing 
lawn tennis. Sam was talking over his phone to his girlfriend. They 
reached the restaurant have some sea food like crab and prawns. 
After that they go back to the hotel. The family peoples stayed in the 
hotel with their families and have food in the hotel. After some time 
Joe and his family had gone to the beach for some refreshing air. By 
that time the rest had gone for sleep. Before that Mr Edmond 
husband of Mrs Hanna had talked with the tour representative there 
about their next day plans. They told him that they have a total of 
forty members who will be going together excluding the tour 
operators. They will meet the others tomorrow evening. 
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The next day morning John got awake early at around six in 
the morning. He took his tea and sat at the balcony calling his 
family. He shared the so far experiences of the trip with them. Then 
he met Joe who came to his room and sat for a while talking with 
him. Sam woke most late at around eleven. He came to Joe and 
John smoking a cigarette and sat with them. Angelina was with Mrs 
Hanna and his kids who explained her the total tour plan. After that 
they took their lunch together. 

 

At around eight in the night all of them get a call from the tour 
operators to meet them. The plan was to get over by bus to the 
National Park and it will take all night to reach there. There they 
meet the rest tour members. One family of five was from India. 
Angelina asked him the place they were from and get to know that 
they were from Kolkata. A family was from China and they were too 
five. They in fact are from the land of Tibet. A group of college 
people came from London of ten. There were a family of six from 
New York comprising one old people as well among them and one 
from Alaska who were four. All of them met with each other before 
they left for St Elias National Park. 

 

In the bus all the members of Indian family got sleeping except 
one, Shreya who is the elder daughter of the family. She is listening 
to some sort of a Hindi music. The college troop from London was 
having gossips among them regarding a latest soccer tournament 
that they played. The Tibetans were sitting idle and watching the 
scenery in route. As is John, Angelina doing. Joe, Hanna and their 
families are busy in themselves. The family from New York are busy 
eating dinner. And the party from Alaska were listening to local radio 
played in the bus. In this way they spent their night after which the 
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next day when all of them woke up they reached to the national 
park. 

 

A group of jeeps is what was to be taken from there for the 
safari in the park. They took their breakfast before going for the 
Safari. The safari took almost ten hours to have the complete tour of 
the St Elias National Park. It was a great adventure for John and co 
as they loved the tour. The tour was much more happiness giving 
for John because of presence of Angelina whom he slowly started 
liking. The Indian and Tibetans made good friends between them. 
The Tibetans are in their traditional dress. A bunch of animals 
including elephants, deer, alligator and many more were what a 
treat to watch including the adventure because of the journey into 
one of the deepest jungle in Alaska. The whole troop enjoyed the 
journey. 

 

Their next plan is to take rest in a nearby hotel and the next 
morning they will be leaving for their next destination. And their next 
destination is Misty Fiords National Monument. It is a national 
monument and wilderness area which is administered by US forest 
service. It is at the southernmost part of Alaska. And it will take 
almost twenty four hours to reach there by bus from St Elias 
National Park. 

 

All of the troop member took rest at the hotel and gone for 
sleep pretty quick as they are very much tired. John was with 
Angelina and spent some time sitting at the balcony of the hotel. On 
the other side the US weather forecasters have forecasted the 
chances of a heavy storm probably a tornado to come in the regions 
of Alaska that will be arising from the Pacific Ocean within three to 
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four days. It will be one of the heaviest storms in the recent past of 
US. The troop and tour representatives were unaware about it. In 
the hotel after spending some time with Angelina John had gone for 
sleep as did Angelina as next morning they have to move on. 

 

The next morning the bus left for Misty Fiords National 
Monument. Angelina in the bus asked to Hanna about the next 
place in the tour. She replied that according to the tour plan they will 
be having a expeditors trekking in Matanuska Glacier which is in 
north direction from Misty Fiords National Monument. In the bus 
after that all of them took breakfast in form of a sandwich and water. 
The lunch is scheduled between the bus trip at afternoon. The 
weather is not that good in the way as it is raining and in hilly areas 
it is always difficult to drive a bus. Angelina is sitting beside John. 
They are spending some good time by talking about their past life. 
The team from London is playing cards. One of them was their 
college’s soccer captain named Steve and his brother was too with 
him named David. He was telling their story to the Tibetan family of 
their recent soccer tournament and how he scored a goal in the final 
to win the tournament. The Indian family is gossiping among 
themselves. The rest are sitting as the bus was moving on. The 
Alaskan are listening to the radio as usual and trying to have a 
sleep. In this way few hours passes by. The weather improved to 
some extent as did the rain stopped but a very cool breeze is still 
blowing. And it is just too much to bear in this winter season of US. 
After some time the dinner has also been taken. At last the bus 
reached to a hotel near Misty Fiords National Monument. They will 
have to stay there for the night and at the morning leave for a tour of 
the National Monument and forest. 
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The night spent by. In the morning the troop left for Misty 
Fiords. It is a beautiful forest surrounded by mountains. All of them 
took photos in the place. John and Angelina too took their photo 
together and which is clicked by Shreya. Joe and Hanna is busy 
with their families. Sam is in phone talking to his girlfriend. A photo 
of him like that is clicked by Joe. The Tibetans are too busy in 
photos. The rest are just looking at the beauty of the place. All of 
them were enjoying their stay in Alaska. After some time of 
enjoyment there they have to leave the place as is planned in the 
tour. Then they will be going for Matanuska Glacier in the night 
which they will be reaching by the next morning. The tour operators 
explained the plan there to the troop members. 

 

As said by the tour operators they will be going for a expedition 
in Matanuska Glacier next. It will be exciting. It will take for them 
three days to reach the destination from Matanuska from where they 
will come back by helicopter services. In this trekking they will stay 
at few intermediary places in tents. They will carry food and water 
with them for the tour. This is how the trip is planned. The US 
weather forecasters on the other side predicted that the storm will 
pass by Matanuska after three days from now and will be heavily 
violent and also may be due to this the Matanuska Glaciers will 
have to prohibited as a tourist place for quite a time as informed by 
the US government. The troop are completely unaware about it. 
They left for Matanuska in the night. 

 

The next morning they reached there. They taken their 
breakfast and tea. In Matanuska the place is in fact a glacier which 
is completely covered by snow. The scenic beauty of the place is 
just the best as Angelina tells it to John. All of them just looked the 
place and took photos. After that their trekking started. They have to 
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travel for complete three days. The young persons in the troop 
including Angelina and John are very excited. As did Shreya, Sam, 
the college team and other young one’s are. They started to walk in 
the snow. It is a very deep snow and they are wearing special boots 
to prevent their legs from getting frozen. A very heavy jacket was 
with everyone to protect them from this chilling weather. They slowly 
walked on the snow and reach their first base after almost four 
hours of walking. In fact they were climbing up in the mountain. 
There they will take rest in tents and take some food and water. As 
is the plan they done exactly that. The old man from New York was 
quite tired but still he is fit enough for the journey. They started their 
next stage. 

 

Angelina and some others started playing with snow in the 
way. They started throwing snow over one another and it was fun. 
John was also very happy. In this way they reach their destination. 
In night they rested in tents and waited for morning to resume their 
trekking. They played games in between their journey. The 
destination where they will reach is a place from where the sunrise 
looks most beautiful. They reach there just before the sunrise. But 
due to mostly cloudy weather the chances of watching the sunrise is 
very less for the troop. But still John and Angelina wanted to see the 
sunrise but they couldn’t due to the weather. John called his family 
as did Angelina after some time reaching there. All of them were 
very happy. But the weather forecasters forecast was confirmed as 
the tornado built in Pacific Ocean was heading towards Matanuska 
Glaciers. And unfortunately neither the helicopter services nor any 
of the tour members got any news about that. So they start 
preparing to head towards their starting point by helicopters. 

 



 
 
28 

They start their journey with helicopters. It required ten 
helicopters to fly them to their starting point. John and Angelina are 
together in one helicopter with Sam and Shreya. The rest are 
divided accordingly to fit in the helicopters. Joe and Hanna are with 
their families as most of the others. 

 

After half an hour of journey the pilot of the first helicopter and 
its members who are the Tibetan family saw a very powerful tornado 
coming their way. Slowly all of the helicopters watch the coming 
tornado. But before they can do anything about it they get caught in 
the tornado. In fact after about one minute or so all of them were 
inside the tornado and the pilots lost the control of their helicopters. 
The helicopters just flew with the tornado and after some time they 
loses their way and just couldn’t understand where they are. They 
lost their way. Their helicopters crashed and they fell to a 
completely unknown place some distance beside of one another. 
The tornado passes by. For some time there is complete silence 
and no sound or activity is coming from the place except fires from 
the crashed helicopters. After some time the first person to make 
some reaction is John who is heavily wounded and his leg is 
bleeding and is stuck in the helicopter. He slowly takes out his leg. It 
was paining. Still he had a look towards Angelina. 
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Angelina is not moving. His head is bleeding heavily. Tears 
came out of John’s eyes. Slowly he took Angelina out of the 
helicopter. There is some water in the bottle remaining. He put 
some water on her face. On putting water Angelina comes back in 
sense. But her head and one hand which is too bleeding is feeling 
serious pain. She somehow opened her eyes and asked for some 
water. John gives some water to her and after that he takes a 
bandage from the first aid kit in helicopter whose box is in broken 
condition and wraps it to Angelina’s head and hand. After some time 
it stopped bleeding. In between she sat at a side of the helicopter. 
John looks for Sam and Shreya. When he looks at Sam he is 
shocked as he found that Sam is dead. Tears are what not stopping 
from John’s eyes watching it. Then he looked for Shreya. She is 
found holding a locket of god Krishna (a Hindu god) in his hand. Her 
head and one leg is hurt seriously. But fortunately she is still alive. 
John wraps some bandage to her as well. After that John started 
looking for the other members. Though he is limping but still he 
gathers the courage to do so. 

 

Only one helicopter is visible from the place from where John 
is standing at this time. The others are not. John slowly started 
moving towards it. He saw a man limping and coming towards him. 
His mouth is covered with blood. But still John recognized that it is 
Joe. Joe asks John while crying that who are alive. John replied he, 
Angelina and Shreya are still living but Sam died. Joe said that his 
family is no more and started weeping out. 

 

After that they started the search for other helicopters. The one 
in which Mrs Hanna and her family are had got completely 
destroyed and no one was living. Only their dead bodies are 
present. John and Joe felt heartbroken watching that. They 
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searched for others. The Tibetans are all alive they found. Their 
helicopter was at quite a distance from John’s and they are sitting 
beside their helicopter. There helicopter is less damaged. It gave 
John some hope as he is thinking that many others may be alive. 
But the reality is different. In fact very few other people are alive. 
Later they found the helicopter in which the party from New York 
were travelling. But unfortunately all of the party have died including 
the old man and their bodies are fallen beside the helicopter. The 
family of Shreya also died in the crash as was found. John felt very 
sorry for Shreya who lost his parents and brother. But he can’t do 
anything else except watching it. Then the two helicopters in which 
the team from London are is found. But from the London troop only 
the two brothers Steve and David are found living both of them 
wounded badly. Meanwhile their pilot also survived the crash. One 
helicopter is missing in which the party from Alaska was there. The 
environment was completely full of sadness and silence. After taking 
all the survivors John and Joe takes them near the crashed 
helicopter in which John was travelling. There on hearing about her 
parents Shreya go out into tears. She just couldn’t stop her tears. 

 

After that Joe tried to call to his family with his mobile. Before it 
he asked John but John finds his phone is broken. But unfortunately 
the network is not available in Joe’s mobile either. They have no 
idea where they are. It is a place far away from Matanuska Glacier 
and watching as far as they can, they can see its only snow and 
nothing else, no animal, no human. They understand they got lost in 
this place in Alaska. Joe still asks Angelina to make a call. But she 
too replies that her phone’s network too is not available. John said 
that he thinks that there may be no towers nearby. Shreya just 
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couldn’t come out from crying. Steve and David sit beside Shreya. 
The Tibetan family started praying to their god to somehow make 
them escape from this place. The place is full of snow but due to the 
presence of sun the cold is a bit less at this time. They all sat there 
after that for making plan about how to get out of the place in spite 
of not knowing where they are and no people nearby. 

 

On the other side all the TV channels in US had broadcasted 
about this lethal tornado and also about this troop to be missing or 
dead. They were showing that the chances any people were may be 
living is almost none because of the heaviness of the tornado. 
John’s family were been watching the news and they started losing 
hope. They tried calling John but unfortunately could not contact him 
because of unavailability of network where John was. They were 
crying sometime and sometime thinking that John may be still alive. 
The TV channels added to their report that the US government will 
plan a rescue operation and if it fails then they will declare 
everybody from the trip to be dead. 

 

By hearing it John’s family was disappointed. They are just 
thinking that somehow John returns. John is trying to find a way out 
from the place they are in. The compasses in helicopters are well 
damaged is what they found. So they have neither a compass nor 
any pointing device. The place is complete filled with snow. In spite 
of the sorrow of the death of many close ones Joe and John decide 
they have to try to get out of this place and save the rest. So they 
decided to walk towards the sun. The sun was setting that time. So 
all of them starts the walk. They have very little of food with them as 
is water. Each of them wrapped some bandage over their wounds 
before leaving the place. They started to walk towards the setting 
sun. 
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They walk for four hours slowly and slowly. But still after that 
they could not find anything except snow. They are injured and after 
walking for such time are tired too. John and Angelina were leading 
them. John decided to sit and have some of the food and water 
which they were carrying. After that they will wait there till the next 
morning comes. So the troop agreed. All of them take some of the 
food and water. They laid some blankets which they found in the 
helicopters and were carrying it with them. After food and water they 
slept over the blankets. The smallest member from the Tibetan 
family is named Zhang. She is a little girl of around nine. She got 
really afraid in this situation. She started shivering with cold and 
crying out to get out of this condition. Her mother gave her some 
hope of getting out of it. Angelina got one extra blanket which she 
puts over the girl. They slept somehow till the morning full of 
anxiety, pain and tension. Joe was saying remembering the tornado 
prediction that he watched on TV that they should have taken that 
seriously. Angelina just couldn’t come out of his pain as she was 
badly wounded. She tries to have sleep. John was beside him giving 
hope. Another thing Steve was carrying with him was a radio from 
one helicopter which he kept as it can be useful to track what is 
happening in US. 
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All of them were hopeless and tired as is having pain. John 
and Angelina are trying to give them some hope. The morning 
came. At times in night it is too cold to handle. But they get some 
relief when the sun came out. Angelina asks all of them to start 
moving on. John and Joe started closing up the tents and picking 
food materials before leaving. At the moment Steve heard 
something about them in the radio. This is the first time when they 
have learnt about the weather forecast that was being made from 
few days about the disaster except Joe who ignored it. But this time 
it’s not the forecast it’s about the rescue operation. In the news it is 
being told that the US army is undergoing a rescue operation near 
Matanuska Glacier and it will go on for three to four days. After that 
they will declare their team members to be dead. On hearing this 
John said to others that they have to somehow reach to Matanuska 
anyway within four days. But he added that the biggest problem for 
them is that they do not know where they are and which direction is 
Matanuska. Joe said that so the best thing they can do is to depend 
on their luck. So they started moving. All of them had a very good 
idea that they are completely lost in these unknown valleys of 
Alaska. So they did not argue. 

 

Angelina, John, Joe, Steve and rest picks up few of the 
blankets and other materials with them before starting. Though it is 
difficult for them to walk with their injuries but still they continued in 
the hope that they will reach home somehow. John says to rest that 
they should stay together anyway till they reach home. Angelina 
was thinking about her family that how much hurt they will get on 
listening that she is dead. On asking by John she says it to him and 
John replies that this is with his family too. He added that they will 
get broken. John added that whatever happens they will make it. 
Steve is with David. Steve’s brother believes in his elder brother 
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very much and so he is giving as much hope as he can to David. 
The Tibetans are praying as always while moving on. Their 
guardian was Zhou who is the male parent of their two children one 
boy and the other girl Zhang. The other member is his wife. Mr Zhou 
is a very good man in heart but is the only person among their 
family who has no belief in god. He was saying the others to stop 
praying and that it will be of no help. Shreya could not hide her pain 
for her parents. She still has his locket with him in his pocket. She 
kept it and is walking with Joe. Joe was trying to make him come 
out of her pain. He is saying his story to her that he too lost his 
family. He added how much he loved them. And added that how 
cruel life can be and you have to accept it. The pilot named Shaun 
was a strong man. He was wounded though is walking alone 
carrying most of the baggage. That is how they kept on going. 

 

In John’s and Angelina’s home they keep watching the news 
regularly for any updates about their children. But they do not come 
up with any good luck. Here the team members walked for almost 
two hours. In this snow it is too much harder to walk than in normal 
road. John again decides that to sit down and take rest for some 
time again before moving on. The team agrees. After that they 
started moving again. On walking for some distance they see no 
more way ahead. The mountain is now pointing downwards towards 
less cold mountains which are filled with trees. On watching it Joe 
decided that they should carry on towards it. But some of them are 
afraid on moving over that dangerous crest. But still they decided 
they will carry on as they have no better option. John takes out a 
rope and get it bind with a tree which was just at the top from where 
they have to come down. Then after strongly binding it he threw it to 
the bottom and asked everybody to slowly go down by holding the 
rope. 
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Everyone started for going down. First of them was the 
Tibetans. First Mr Zhou made his daughter to go by who goes down 
the cliff successfully. Then he asks the rest two to go before he 
himself decides to go. Three of them go down successfully. Then Mr 
Zhou started to come down slowly. On midway his feet somehow 
lose its balance and then he loses the rope and fall down. His head 
got struck with a stone and at that moment he got dead. His wife 
instantly come towards him thinking he may be alive and took his 
head over her hand. But it is for no help. The Tibetan family 
members got full of sadness after that and could do nothing except 
crying. John, Angelina and rest too are hurt from that incident. The 
Tibetan children lost their father. 

 

Then after spending some time the rest decides to come. 
John, Angelina decides to go last. Steve, David, Shaun, Shreya, Joe 
go on respectively downwards and successfully go down. Then 
Angelina and John too came down slowly holding the rope. In spite 
of losing Mr Zhou they have to move on to save themselves. The 
others, as is the Tibetans left Mr Zhou as they can do nothing else. 
They moved on. But still they have no idea how far Matanuska 
Glacier is. They now have a very dense forest ahead of them to go 
by. The only relief for the survivors is that they will get rid of the 
immense cold that is there in the snowy mountains. 

 
The jungle is composed of very high eucalyptus trees. Joe 

asked John that does the jungle is good to move on. As if there 
were human eating wild animals in it then it will be much dangerous 
for their survival. But Angelina replied that in Eucalyptus jungles no 
human eating animal stays so they will be safe there in that respect. 
On hearing Shaun too agreed over it. But Angelina added over it 
that in this jungle there are chances of having poisonous snakes. 



 
 
38 

John said that will not create much of a problem as they have to 
only stay careful. So they started moving towards the jungle. 

 

They keep walking for one hour. As they move more in the 
jungle it got more and more dense. And at places even sunlight 
couldn’t reach. So it’s pretty cool there. In the ground there is heavy 
grass cover. After walking for almost half an hour more they took 
some rest. John sat beside Angelina and discusses with her about 
ways by which they can survive and get out of this place. Angelina 
reminds him that they have to be in Matanuska within three more 
days otherwise they have to struggle much more if they ever reach 
there as the place will become a prohibited place and no one else 
will stay there to help them from there either. John replied he knows 
it. Then they took some water and again start moving on. Four days 
passed this way. They kept on moving in the jungle. In the radio that 
is with Steve there is some broadcasting about the US military 
actions over Matanuska. But what they can do is only to listen. After 
four days the radio broadcasted that in US the government had 
declared that all the team members in the Matanuska trip is dead as 
the military couldn’t find any of them. John asked for the radio from 
Steve. He listened it carefully. Then tears came out her eyes by 
thinking about his family as too from Angelina’s eyes. 

 
In John’s house on watching the news on TV his family 

couldn’t stop crying for hours. They started thinking about all the 
memories they have and conversations they have with John in 
recent past but still are having no other options except to accept the 
truth from media. In last night Edward had gone in the beach and 
stood there remembering the time he spent with John before John’s 
leaving for New York and their conversation. He starting weeping 
and sat there for a while. In Angelina’s home too her mother was 
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very upset listening the news. She was thinking that why they could 
not even see her daughter’s body after her death. Angelina’s father 
though is a drunkard stills loves her daughter and was crying on 
listening the news of her daughter’s death. But still they are holding 
some hope with them that their children may come by some day. 

 

In the jungle John gathered some courage. He says to 
Angelina that only way they and their family can regain happiness is 
if they can reach back to them. And they will be doing it anyhow. 
Angelina replies that it’s true. So they started moving again. But in 
the way towards the evening mother of Zhang has a heart attack. 
She just couldn’t take it anymore because she was ill from before. 
No one was aware of her illness before. She fall down at once over 
the ground. And on checking her breath by Angelina, Angelina finds 
that she is no more breathing and she is dead. On watching it 
Zhang and her brother sat down with sorrow. They are now parent 
less. John was very upset as he was not able to do anything to save 
her. Zhang and her brother sat for sometime beside her mother and 
wept out remembering their old good memories. After that Joe 
asked them to move on as they have no way to get their mother 
back so it’s better to carry on their journey. 

 
They carried on their journey. In the night they stopped at a 

place in the forest. They decided to take rest. So they put their 
blankets over the ground and tried to sleep over the night there. 
John gathers some dry woods and leaves so that he can light it for 
them which will save them from cold and animals. Angelina, Shaun 
and Joe supported him. So the night spent by. Few more days 
passes by travelling in the jungle like this. The jungle seems to be 
never ending. 
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The food and water too seems to end quickly. So they were in 
complete despair. John decides to bring some fruits from the nearby 
trees. So he left with Joe for that. He brought a lot of fruits with him 
as he found many trees nearby. He almost gathered all of the fruits 
from the trees for later use. That day they only ate few of the fruits 
brought by John. After that they took rest for the night before leaving 
in the morning. John ignited some fire besides their place and sat 
there for some time in front of the fire. Angelina sat beside John. It 
was a very cool breeze blowing over the forest at that time. They 
just sat and sat there for almost two hours. After that they saw some 
drops coming down from the sky through the gap that the trees are 
making between them. Slowly the drops increased in number and 
after some time it started raining heavily. The fire gets cooled by 
that. John woke all of them up as they could not stay there anymore 
in the rain. Between that time Zhang’s brother got heavily wet by the 
rain and due to his less age he is not able to handle it any more. He 
was shivering with illness. Zhang and Angelina were trying to help 
him by holding him with a blanket.  

 

So they keep moving for a dense forest cover where rain could 
not pour down to the ground. They found such a place and John 
decided that they will sat their whole night before the rain stops. The 
rest agreed. But Zhang’s brother’s health deteriorated over the night 
and he had grown serious fever. By the morning he got too much ill 
and couldn’t fight any more from life. He died at only age of nine. 
His sister Zhang lost her everything after that. This time she just 
could not stop crying. She sat beside her and said to herself that 
she doesn’t have any more reason to live and so not want to live. 
But Angelina somehow make him understand that it’s all is the 
desire of god and no one can change it. Angelina added that she 
should not give away her life and should carry her journey with 
them. Somehow Zhang agreed. Then leaving his father, mother and 
brother she left with them. 
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Few more days passes by. Sometimes it rains and sometimes 
it’s not. They take rest in the night and in the morning they carry with 
their journey. Their wounds are somewhat better now. One morning 
they started to move. After some time an arrow stuck to a tree 
travelling by just behind of John’s head. John got surprised by that. 
He made a look on the other side from where the arrow was shot. 
And after that slowly he sees around them. He sees that they are all 
surrounded by a group of tribal people. These tribes were shouting 
something towards them. But John could not understand anything of 
them. Neither did Angelina, Joe or anyone in the team. It keeps on 
going like that for some time. After some time they saw one member 
who was from the helicopter in which Alaskan’s are is coming 
towards them walking from the other side. His name is Glen. He 
came towards the team. And he was saying something to the tribes 
in their language. After conversation for some time the tribes make 
a gentle smile. John understood that this person Glen understands 
the language the tribes were speaking. 

 

So he asked Glen that what the tribes are speaking. Glen 
replied that the tribes are asking him that who they are. And he 
added that he is managing it. Glen says to the tribes in their 
language that they will not harm the tribes and they can make 
friends. And he also asked them to take them to a more secure 
place and give them some food and water as they are hungry for 
many days. 

 

The tribes agreed and he asked them to follow. Glen asks 
John to say to the others to follow the tribes. The tribes took them to 
their village. There they make them have a sit and gave them food 
to eat and water to drink. There were almost fifty to sixty people in 
almost a total of three villages there. Angelina was eager to know 
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that which place they are in. She asked Glen to ask it to them as 
Glen did. The tribes head was the person who he is talking with. 
The head replied that they are in Ukivok Islands a place at quite a 
distance from Alaska and where there is no communication from 
there. Glen replied they have come here from Alaska and have to 
go back there. The head said that there is no help here and only 
way they can get back is by building a strong boat if they can or else 
some helicopter or airplane from Alaska crosses over the place and 
sees them and then rescues them. He added that they can stay in 
the village until they found any way to get back home. Glen says it 
to John. It’s a month that passed after they get lost. John on asking 
others agreed as the others do and so they started to stay there for 
some time. 

 
Within a week time John and Angelina make good friendship 

with the tribes. Both of them start to understand their language as 
well. So they are able to communicate to some extent with them in a 
better way. The tribe has shown good hospitality to the rest as well. 
They generally eat some type of boiled food everyday and the team 
members also eat that. It has a pretty good taste in fact. And with it 
they eat all sorts of fruits and water as did the team. The team 
members also got some treatment in their wounds. So time was 
spending on there. But with no help towards their rescue. After few 
more days John and Joe decided to try build a boat. 

 

They have no idea on how to build a boat. They asked for help 
from the tribe. The tribe people said they will help them. But they 
added that the team will require a very big boat to travel across the 
sea. They can reach to the sea by travelling across the river which 
is floating near to them. One tribe people take them to see the river. 
Glen was with them too. The river was around half a mile from the 
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villages. But John said that time that the biggest problem is to make 
a boat that can cross the Pacific Ocean and is rightly so. Joe and 
Glen agreed so is the tribe member who was with them. Joe added 
that one thing they can do is to stay at the beach near see because 
if any help or any flight comes over the place they can see them 
only if they stays in a open place and not in a place covered with 
trees in the jungle. John and Glen too agreed. But the tribe member 
asked them that how they will manage food for that long there. Joe 
replied that they will manage it. So they decided to build a boat that 
can take them near the sea. After that they will look for next way 
out. 

 

The tribes were better in making boats. So they started to 
make a boat for the team. John, Joe, Shaun and Angelina helped 
them out. It requires a lots of tree barks. After almost three days the 
boat was built which was quite a big one to carry all nine of them to 
the sea. After the boat is built they decided to travel by the river over 
to the seashore. 

 

All the nine persons surviving so far left for the seashore by 
the boat. They got to know that it will take almost three days for 
them to reach there. They took some fruits and water with them 
before leaving the tribe. So they left for the seashore. In that night a 
heavy wind started blowing. This cold wind was too cool and 
chilling. The team members locked their jacket chains. There was a 
little room in the boat. The boat was very good one as made by the 
tribes. All of them decided to stay and rest there in the room for the 
night as it will be very hard to travel in this cold wind. John, Angelina 
and rest slept deep that night because of the last few days they 
couldn’t. At least they got some hope too to get back. In the morning 
the weather got better. So they started travelling with the boat again. 
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It sometimes rained or sometimes some cold wind passes by. 
Sometimes it is quite warm as well. John, Steve, Joe, Shaun, 
Angelina in turn drove the boat. By stopping in between they 
reached their destination after four days. It was one and half months 
completed by then from when they get lost. Angelina was 
sometimes thinking that she even had not talked long with her 
parents last time they talk and she felt very sorry for it. She tells it to 
John and John replies her that she was never aware that they will 
be in something like this. So it’s never her fault. By the way they 
reached the seashore. They came out of their boat and started to 
have a look at the place which is quite open as compared to the 
covered jungle. 

 
John says that the next thing that they should have to do now 

is to look for some help. He added that if some help they see in the 
sea or over the air they have to gather it anyhow. He added that for 
that they require to have a huge tree trunk over which they can bind 
a flag or something to make some far away help to see them. He 
added that at night they require some light also and they will get that 
by lighting woods and dry leaves from the nearby forest from where 
they have to bring all these. Angelina says that for food too they 
have to depend on the forest and for fish they can get it from the 
sea as food. She added that they have to depend on all these things 
for survival till any help comes on. So did the other members 
agreed. 

 

So John, Glen, Shaun, Steve and Joe start heading towards 
the jungle. Angelina and Shreya try to start catching fish from the 
sea for food. After some time John and others brings some fruits 
and tree trunk from the jungle. On watching it Angelina says that 
they have an unused piece of cloth with them which they can bind 
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over it as flag. By the time they finished catching fish and caught 
four average size fishes. John and Steve bind that cloth with the 
trunk and make it stand upright in the seashore for some coming 
help. After that they cooked the fishes in fire and eat them besides 
the fruits they have. They drank water from the river. After that all of 
them sat in the seashore chatting within them and in search of some 
help. The radio was turned on for some amusement. A channel 
playing a Enrique song was tuned to. After that they all sat and 
listening to the channel for some time. In night they lighted the dry 
woods and leaves for getting help. But the worst thing in that island 
is the weather there. One week passes by like that with no help. 
And it started raining heavily the day after that. 

 
 

Angelina watched a cave few days back near the shore. So 
she asked everybody to go there and get into that cave during the 
rain. So everyone followed her. And during the whole rain they 
stayed in the cave. But the rain stopped after ten hours. The 
weather there in the island is quite fluctuating one. Sometimes it’s 
too hot in the sun and sometimes it rains. During sunny days they 
stay in the shores and in rain they stayed in the cave. They ate 
fishes and fruits. And they drank river water. In this way one more 
month passes by and it’s been three months now that they get lost. 
The frustration among the team members was increasing. 

 

Few days after that one day discussion is going on between 
them. Shaun was saying to go to the other side of the island thinking 
that they will be in a better chance of getting rescued there. It is a 
complete non sense. Most of the team members disagreed. It was 
the frustrations that build up in Shaun make him say all these. But 
Steve strongly opposed it. After some time of continuation of 
conversation between Shaun and Steve and by listening to Steve’s 
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words Shaun lost his temper. He took up a piece of heavy wood and 
hammered in Steve’s head four to five times. His head started 
bleeding badly. David tried to stop Shaun and save his brother first 
but could not help her. Shaun hammered him as well in his head. 
He too got seriously injured. John and everyone else were trying to 
stop him. Shaun was still not stopping. Glen having no other way 
picks up another strong piece of wood from the ground and hit it in 
Shaun’s head badly. Shaun at once falls on the ground. Shaun was 
spot dead as was Steve. David was alive for half an hour before 
losing his breath. By watching this disturbances John, Joe and 
Angelina just stood away from the team for some time. They are 
completely heart broken. 

 
 

John says that to the all survivors to not to create any more 
nuisance and to keep cooperate among each other if they have to 
get back. He added that they have already lost many among the 
survivors of the crashes and doesn’t want to lose anyone else. So 
they should keep hope and faith. Shreya says that she has 
complete faith in god and they will be definitely rescued and will 
survive. Joe says that she is telling true. Angelina added it saying to 
Shreya that she was have been to India once as she said it to her 
and she too have full faith in god. In this way they sit that they and 
sit silently for some time. One more month passes by. It’s four 
months now since they were lost. 

 
In John’s house all of them were in a trauma after missing of 

John and the government informing them to be dead. John’s brother 
Edward often goes to the beach near the house in their city Canon 
Beach where he spends some time with his brother and remembers 
the time he spent with him there. Mr and Mrs White also remember 
their child and still in little hope that someday John may return. They 
keep praying to god in churches and their house for him to come 



 
 
47 

back. But still they could not completely is able to decide that John 
is alive or dead. Mr White’s health is still not that good and doing his 
job in the telephone company. In John’s company everyone has 
believed that Joe, John and Sam are dead. In Angelina’s home too 
the story is quite same. 

 
Here in Ukivok Islands John and rest are trying every possible 

chance to get back to home from there. They decided to make a big 
boat that can sail miles across the sea to Alaska as proposed by 
Glen. He said that it seems to be the only possible way as there 
seems no help from other means. He added that it is also good as if 
they get help they will take it and if not they can try to sail over the 
sea. Everyone thought that is idiotic but still an idea is an idea and 
it’s better than to waiting idle. So they started to build up the boat. 
By this time John as is others all of the men have grown long hairs 
and beards. They started looking like nomadic. They started to 
make the boat. John, Joe and Glen were mainly making it. Angelina 
and rest were more involved in the cooking but sometimes they 
were helping in the making of boat too. In this after two weeks some 
sort of a boat was developed. Glen said that they could not develop 
a boat better than this one. It has two chambers and is quite a big 
one. John said to the three of them that they should give it a first try. 
So they tried to sail it to some distance in the sea. 

 

The three started sailing. After almost half mile in the sea the 
boat veered. And all of them fell down in the sea. The boat just got 
carried out with the flow into the deep sea and all their energy got 
completely wasted in vain. They come back swimming over the sea 
a half mile. After that they just sat idle looking for some help for 
some days. Few more weeks passed by like that. 
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One day they saw a helicopter flying over their head in the 
morning. It was though at a quite height. The flag they made was 
lifting but unfortunately as it seems the team in the helicopter could 
not see it due to the height they were travelling. Angelina started 
and the rest joined him making some noise towards the helicopter. 
But all of the effort goes down in vain. After almost fifteen minutes of 
flying the helicopter moves on. And the tragedy for John and rest 
just doesn’t seem to end. Joe says that it was a very good chance 
for them to get rescued and they lost it too. All of the rest agreed. 
After that they could only take some food as they were hungry and 
they done exactly that. Then they decided to wait for the next 
chance which is very difficult to come by because it was the first 
help they seen in five months of them getting lost. They keep on 
waiting. Another month passes by like that. It’s now half a year that 
they are lost. 

 

One week later one day John and Angelina are sitting alone in 
the shore. John really got desperate that day. He says to her that he 
started thinking they couldn’t ever be able to reach to New York 
again. He added that what will happen to his family throughout their 
whole life without him. Angelina is desperate too. She started crying. 
Then they sits silent for some time after that. 

 

One more months passes by like this. John has grown big 
hairs and beards. They catch fishes, cooked them, gather fruits and 
sits in hope for some help. In this way their time was passing by. 
John and Angelina at times thinks about the good times that they 
spent in Canon Beach and New York and just hopes that they one 
day can reach back there and resume their normal life. But they do 
not know when. Shreya and Zhang often pray to god to make them 
get out from there. Joe at times cries thinking about his family’s 
death and at times thinks about his parents who may be still in hope 
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of his comeback. But at present they are not getting any hope for 
getting back. 

 

A week passed. One day John and Joe have gone to the 
jungle for bringing some fruits. They saw the head of the tribe that 
they met earlier is coming from the other side. He has two more 
man beside them. On watching John and Joe they come towards 
them. John decided to take them to their place where they are 
staying. He takes them there. John thought that there it will be 
convenient to talk with them too as Glen was there. The head says 
to Glen that it’s very disappointing that they still had not got any 
help. He added that it’s been too long they are staying there. He 
added on that their health is also deteriorating and if they want they 
can go and stay in their villages for some days again. He asked 
about the rest three as well. John explains him what all happened 
from then till date. After that Joe agreed for the proposal and asks 
the rest of the team about it. The rest too got agreed as John too 
showed interest. 

 

So they still have the boat by which they came along the river 
with them. They decided to travel by that. The tribe has their own 
boat to travel. They started moving on. In the way they saw a group 
of elephants travelling across and came near the river to drink 
water. They are big in size. They came very near to their boats. On 
watching them Shreya and Zhang got very much afraid. But 
Angelina handles them with care and says to them not to get so 
much afraid. She added they will not be getting harmed by these 
elephants and the elephants will pass by after drinking water from 
the river. After moving to some more distance they saw few beers 
as well far in the jungle. They were at a safe distance from the 
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bears. John says to the rest that so they have nothing to fear from 
them. Three days passed in the boat. The weather remains clear 
throughout and no clouds or rains came up during the journey. 

 

They reach to the villages. The tribal peoples on watching 
them got happy. The tribe including women, old, child etc welcomed 
them. After some talk with the tribe in their language they take food 
and gone for sleep. Glen is their mediator. Few days passed there. 
Angelina passed his time playing with the children over there. She 
spent her time cooking food and got mixed up with the tribe in even 
more better way as she had before. John, Glen and Joe too got 
mixed up with them very well. Shreya and Zhang mostly stayed 
alone there and were not that frank with the tribe as they were the 
last time. The older woman of the tribe tells many of their stories to 
Angelina that is about their past and many other interesting ones. 
The best part is that except Shreya and Zhang all of them started 
understanding and speaking the tribe’s language very well. At time 
John and Angelina go for bringing fruits or sometimes sit beside 
each other for spending time in between that. 

 

One more month passed like that. One day when all was 
sleeping some heavy noise start coming out from one of the villages 
of the tribe. Angelina woke up and sees that some houses of the 
village from where the sound is coming is burning. Many people are 
running out of their houses. Few are carrying bow and arrows with 
them. They are looking for a place to hide. Couple of people with 
bows gets the place to hide. From there they started firing arrows 
towards the other side. On watching that side Angelina sees that 
many people are there with fire and bows and are firing fired arrows 
towards the village. After some time John and the rest wakes up. By 
the time the old lady who used to tell stories to Angelina had woke 
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up too. Angelina asked her that what happened. She said that they 
have to run away. The people on the other side of them and having 
war are another tribe of the island. They are enemies of their tribe. 
Due to some issue they have attacked them. Now they have to run 
away except the men who will fight them. 

 

Angelina decided that she will stay and fight with them as 
John, Joe and Glen. So the older woman comes out of the house 
and runs out with other women and children towards the jungle out 
of the place. John asked her to take Shreya and Zhang with her too. 
She did. Now the other two villages are also in target and are 
attacked. John and rest including Angelina have picked up a bow 
and few arrows with them and ran towards a hidden place and 
started firing towards the other tribe. But the problem is that the 
other tribe is larger in number and they have better weapons. On 
the other side while trying to run away one fired arrow hits Zhang 
and she caught around with fire. The old lady tried to bring some 
water and pour it over her to end the fire. But till then Zhang couldn’t 
survive. Zhang too died like his family. The old lady and Shreya in 
spite of not wanting to leave the girl left her because otherwise they 
will too get killed. The old lady was trying to save the life of at least 
Shreya from the war. So they ran away to a place near the river and 
hide themselves there.  

 
John asks to a man from the tribe about the cause of the 

attack. He replies that the attack is because somebody from our 
tribe has entered their land and killed one of their animals. After that 
they continue firing arrows. The war continued for almost one hour. 
In between one arrow stuck Glen who at once falls on ground and 
died. One arrow strikes John too in his hand which started bleeding. 
Few other men from the tribe also dies in the war. In spite of the 
injury John and Joe too survived the war. Although the other tribe 



 
 
52 

has done as much damage to them as they can by that time. All the 
villages are burning now. The people from the other tribe leaves 
from the place after that. The people of this tribe then started 
roaming around the village in search of anything that got left. 

 

But sadly hardly anything was there that can be used. 
Angelina asks the head about what will their tribe do now. The head 
replies that they have no other option except building a new village. 
And he added that they (Angelina and co) should leave from there 
as they are no more safe there. John agreed as is Joe so decided to 
go to the place from where they came from. The old lady and 
Shreya came back to the village. There Angelina and rest learns 
that Zhang died while escaping. Tears came out of Angelina’s eyes 
as from Shreya’s. John too couldn’t stop his tears. They prayed for 
the little girl. After that the head asked them to leave the place as no 
one is safe there anymore. He added that they will manage a way 
for themselves. He added John and his team should go back from 
where they came. Joe and John agreed. 

 

They started getting ready for their journey back. They decide 
they will stay there anyway till any help comes. And then they left 
this place meeting the tribe for the last time. They get the boat ready 
and left the place in night. This time it took them almost a week to 
reach the seashore. Angelina wraps a piece of cloth around Joe’s 
wound the day they left. After that they sail the boat one by one. Joe 
says that this time it will be harder for them to survive as they are 
only four left now. John agrees. By sailing slowly they reach the 
seashore by the week. 
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They start to live the old life they were living before. The place 
is surrounded with mountains and sea. By this time winter is slowly 
keeping its effect. So it’s a bit cold out there now. And it’s raining 
water sometimes and sometimes started raining snow. Angelina 
decides it’s better to stay in the cave. She says it to the rest. The 
rest agrees. So they go over to the cave where they start staying. 
Their flag was still in the seashore. By this time they got used to the 
island. Their life becomes like cooking fishes which are caught from 
sea and eating fruits from the jungle over the hills and drinking water 
from the river. And John and Joe neither have a shave for almost 
three quarters of a year. They sometimes talks about their life in 
New York or sometimes about their homeland or their family etc etc. 
This way three more months passes by. 

 

One day Angelina and John are trying to catch fish from the 
sea. This time they see a far away helicopter coming. And 
fortunately it was coming towards them. After ten minutes they 
watch the helicopter exactly over their head. John instantly calls 
Shreya and Joe. Angelina says to John that definitely the helicopter 
had seen them. It was coming down. John could see a US flag in 
the helicopter. He understood at once and says to Angelina that the 
helicopter is of US Army. The helicopter keeps coming down and 
down. After fifteen more minutes the helicopter landed in the 
seashore of the Island. One black man in uniform comes out from 
the helicopter. He says looking towards John that I am Lieutenant 
Malcolm and who are you. John, Angelina, Joe and Shreya had a 
sigh of relief. 
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John and Angelina returns 
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Before John can say something Mr Malcolm added that we are 
from US army. He added we saw your flag and then you people 
over here. He added who are you and you seem to require some 
help. After that John replies that they are from the lost persons in 
the Matanuska Glaciers tornado disaster one year back. By hearing 
that Malcolm couldn’t believe it. He says to them that all of the 
members are thought to be dead in that heavy tornado. But how you 
people survive. Joe said that that’s past and the best thing are that 
they are still alive after even one year. Angelina says to Mr Malcolm 
that they could not wait and are eager to go to their homes. She 
added that so they want to be taken back to New York. Mr Malcolm 
says that he understands it and they will leave them in Alaska from 
where their tickets for their homes will be arranged. 

 

So they get into the helicopter. And they leave the Ukivok 
Islands. John sat beside Angelina in the helicopter. In the way John 
asked to Mr Malcolm that what are you doing here. Mr Malcolm says 
that they were patrolling over Alaska international borders and saw 
their flag and then discovered themselves. He added that today they 
came too far from the borders and it’s your luck that you have been 
watched. In the way one more militant ask them that where they all 
are from. He added that it will be required for booking their tickets 
for home. John, Joe and Angelina says that they are from US while 
Shreya says that she has came from Kolkata in India. So Mr 
Malcolm says to Shreya that they will arrange tickets for her to 
Kolkata via New Delhi. She says it’s ok and takes out god Krishna’s 
locket from his pocket and have a look at it. 

 
By the meantime Mr Malcolm has informed their base that they 

have found four survivors from the tornado disaster in Matanuska 
Glacier one year back. And this information was sent to the TV 
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news channels. It was broadcasted as a breaking news in all the 
news channels of US and all over the world. John’s, Angelina’s, 
Joe’s parents and Shreya’s grandparents watched it. And neither of 
them can pretend to stop their happiness. The news further informs 
the media the places where these people will land in their countries. 

 

John’s family was too much full of happiness after that. They 
also learnt that when will John land in New York. Mr White decided 
to go over to the New York airport to see and pick up John from 
there. So does Angelina’s family too. Mrs White just couldn’t stop 
his tears coming from her eyes. This time they are of happiness. 
Edward is also much happier than past. So Mr White at once 
booked their tickets for New York. 

 

In India Shreya’s family decided to point towards New Delhi 
from Kolkata after few days. At least they have someone from their 
family alive from the accident. In the other side the helicopter reach 
to Alaska. On reaching there John at first asked for a phone to make 
a call to his family. As Angelina, Joe and Shreya too did. John called 
his family and on listening John’s voice his family just couldn’t stop 
being happy. Mrs White replies that she was just dying to listen his 
voice over one year. They thanked god for their boy. Angelina too 
called her home. After that the next day their tickets are booked for 
their countries.  

 
That day John and Angelina sat beside each other at night in 

the one of the beach of the city in which they are in Alaska. They sat 
half an hour idle not speaking much. After that John looked towards 
Angelina and says to her that he wants to tell her something from a 
while. Angelina replies with what. John says after a while that I like 
you. He added In fact I have a feeling towards you that is more than 
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liking. He added In fact I think I Love You. On listening it Angelina 
has a sweet smile in her face. She replies that do you think or you 
really love me. After listening that John has a big smile in his face. 
They both hug each other. They spent the whole night in the beach. 

 

Next day comes by. John and Angelina reach hotel in the 
morning. There they slept till the afternoon as last night they haven’t 
slept. Joe comes in John’s room in the afternoon as they have to 
leave for flight. John woke up and get ready for airport. He has done 
shaving before leaving. Shreya’s flight is after few hours of theirs to 
New York. So she will be leaving the hotel after some more time. 
John, Angelina and Joe got ready to leave for New York. Before 
leaving they met Shreya for probably the last time in many 
upcoming years. Angelina hugged her. Shreya says goodbye to all 
of them and after them they left for New York. 

 

They get into the flight for New York. In New York the 
newspapers and TV channels are very excited about the survivors. 
John spent his time talking with Angelina in the flight. The flight 
landed at New York after three hours. They all get out at the airport. 
John watches his family at the airport as too Angelina did. Joe will 
be going to his home as his parents are too old to come by. So he 
said bye to Angelina and John and also said to John that they will 
be meeting in office next. Joe, John and Angelina’s positions in their 
offices are decided to be given back to them on their return as is 
command given by the national government to the offices. Joe takes 
up a cab for his house. John meets his family and gives a big hug to 
his father, mother and brother while crying. He just couldn’t stop his 
tears of happiness from coming out. John’s family is very happy 
watching and meeting their son. They asked her to go back to 
Canon Beach for few more days before rejoining office. Angelina’s 



 
 
58 

parents were to too happy watching their daughter. Angelina hugs 
them. Then she takes her parents to John and his family to make 
them meet. They met with each other. John told everything about 
his relationship with Angelina to his family. On meeting John’s family 
liked Angelina. So they decide to opt for their marriage when time 
comes with Angelina’s parents. After that all of them left for Canon 
Beach to their homes. Edward tells John how he missed him all 
these days while travelling in flight to Canon Beach. After that all of 
them reach their home. 

 

John and Angelina stayed at home for two weeks and met 
each other at regular intervals. They tell their stories of Ukivok 
Islands to their families and friends. In this way two weeks passed. 
After that they have gone to New York for resuming their offices. 
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